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Town of Boonville
March 2, 2021, Regular Meeting Minutes
Harvey E. Smith Municipal Building

The following were in attendance at the 3/2/21 regular meeting: Mayor Vaughn Benton, Mayor Pro-tem
Justin Phillips, Commissioners David Cox, Monica Craver, and Tim Driver. Also in attendance were
Finance Officer/Town Clerk Kim Wells, Public Works Director Jeff Jones, Police Chief Jeff Hobson,
Administrative Assistant Steve Hutchens, and Police Officer Ezequeil Rojas-Alonso. Town Attorney
James Freeman was present through Zoom. Commissioner Dwaine Dobbins was absent.

L Call to Order and Welcome: Mayor Benton called the 3/2/21 meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

IL. Conflict of Interest Issues and Approval of Agenda: Commissioner Craver motioned to add to
New Town Business: Duty Lounge for Public Works and Police Department, and to add a closed
session per NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3). Commissioner Cox seconded, and the motion passed
unanimously.

IIL. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer: Mayor Benton led the Pledge of Allegiance and the prayer.

IV. Adoption of minutes: The Board members discussed the 2/2 closed session minutes and
recommended corrections. Commissioner Craver motioned to adopt the 2/2 regular minutes as written
and the closed session minutes as amended. Mayor Pro-tem Phillips seconded, and the motion passed
unanimously.

V. Public Comments: Finance Officer/Town Clerk Wells reviewed the written Public
Comment/Complaint for Fletcher/Maple Street and Sunset Drive. Discussion followed. It was stated
that the issue falls within the purview of Zoning, and Steve Hutchens is addressing the issue.

VI. Old Town Business:

A. Update on Water and Sewer Projects: Public Works Director Jones reported on the delay by
the electrician. They are currently finishing the last well house and testing the well. Mayor
Benton asked about the drainage issue around D & J Galaxy. Mr. Jones reported on the
discussion he has had with Department of Transportation (DOT) personnel.

B. CARES Funding: Commissioner Craver reported that the mailbox for Town Hall had arrived
but had not been installed. The credit card machine is now operational. Police Chief Hobson
asked the Board members to consider using some of the CARES Act funds to purchase
additional hand-held radios so the officers would not have to share them. He stated that he was
looking for additional quotes, but the current price is approximately $2,600 each. Discussion
followed. Commissioner Craver motioned to purchase additional hand-held radios at a cost of up
to $8,000. Commissioner Cox seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

VII. New Town Business:

A. Proposed Budget Amendments: Finance Officer/Town Clerk Wells reviewed the 3/2/21
proposed budget amendments. Commissioner Craver motioned to accept the proposed budget
amendments as presented. Mayor Pro-tem Phillips seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

B. Budget Workshop Date: Finance Officer/Town Clerk Wells asked the Board members to
consider possible dates and times for the first Fiscal Year 2021-2022 budget workshop.
Discussion followed.

C. Resignation of Police Officer Dallas Hale: Police Chief Hobson presented the Board members
with a resignation letter from part-time Police Officer, Dallas Hale. Mayor Pro-tem Phillips
motioned to accept Dallas Hale’s resignation. Commissioner Cox seconded, and the motion
passed unanimously.

D. Duty Lounge for Public Works and Police Department: Commissioner Craver expressed the
need for out-of-town employees to have a place to go during inclement weather situations and/or
for employees who work after 10:00 p.m. Since there are no establishments available in town, a
lounge would provide a space where meals could be prepared. Discussion followed on the
amount of funds needed as well as the items that would be purchased with the funds.
Commissioner Cox motioned to use General Funds revenues up to $2,000. Mayor Pro-tem
Phillips seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

VIIL Reports and announcements:

A. Mayor’s report: Mayor Benton did not give a report.

B. Finance Officer’s report: Finance Officer/Town Clerk Wells reported on the utility billing for
March and reviewed the Budget vs. Actual report.



. Public Works Director’s report: Public Works Director Jones reported on the reason Waste

Management did not complete trash pick-up. He also reported on the DOT work being performed
on NC 67, and that it would be approximately two weeks before the registers would be in for the
water meters.

- Police Chief’s report: Police Chief Hobson introduced new Police Officer, Ezequiel Rojas-

Alonso.

- Departmental Commissioner’s Reports: Commissioner Craver reported on the complaint on

Fletcher Street and the garage on Sunset Drive. She stated that letters had been sent to the
property owners and is waiting on responses per the Zoning Ordinance timeline.

. Committee reports as needed: Commissioner Craver reported that Kristin Johnson has been

elected the new president of the Boonville Business and Downtown Development Association,

Inc. (BBDDA). The BBDDA is currently organizing the spring yard sale, a food truck event on
June 5, and the Melon Festival on August 14. Duck Doughnuts also plans to come to Boonville
monthly.

- Closed Session per NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) — To consult with the attorney: Commissioner Craver
motioned to go into closed session per NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with the attorney. Mayor
Pro-tem Phillips seconded, and the motioned passed unanimously at 7:47 p.m.

Commissioner Craver motioned to return to open session. Commissioner Cox seconded, and the
motion passed unanimously at 8:02 p.m.

X. Recess: Commissioner Craver motioned to recess until March 19 from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. for a
budget workshop. Mayor Pro-tem Phillips seconded, and the motioned passed unanimously. The meeting
ended at 8:03 p.m.
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February 24, 2021

HAND DELIVERED

Honorable Mayor and Town Commissioners
Town of Boonville
Boonville, NC

RE: That certain personal residence and dilapidated outbuilding situated on a tract of land located at 107
Fletcher Street (the “subject property”) that extends from the pavement on the southern side of Fletcher
Street to the pavement on the northern side of Walnut Street. The personal residence faces Fletcher Street
and the rear of the outbuilding faces Walnut Street.

Upon information and belief, the subject property is located in an area that is zoned R-15, a zoning

classification that restricts usage to residential housing.

We want to make you aware of what we believe is non-conforming use of the subject property and by this
letter:

1. File an official complaint as to its non-conforming use,

2. Request written confirmation of the current zoning classification for the subject property including a
descriptive list of the allowable uses of property in its current zoning classification,

3. Request written confirmation that a non-conforming special use permit has or has not been issued
to the owner of the subject property and if such a permit has been issued, the date of the permit
and the non-confirming use that has been permitted, and

4. Assuming that our allegation of non-conforming use is correct, request that the Town of Boonville
take immediate action to force the occupants and/or owner of the subject property to cease and

desist the non-conforming use.

Evidence in support of our allegation as to the non-conforming use of the subject property includes, but is
not limited to, the following descriptive items:
1. A significant number of inoperable and/or unlicensed vehicles being routinely or permanently
parked on the subject property,
2. The periodic entry into and exit from the subject property of trucks with trailers and a roll-back
truck, which is a special purpose vehicle, normally used to haul disabled vehicles,
3. The sound of revving engines coming from the outbuilding, often late at night,
4. The general nature of the activity being routinely observed in and about the outbuilding at all hours
of the day we believe is confirmation that the outbuilding is being used for a commercial enterprise,
namely a vehicle repair shop/garage and that the open land in the subject property is being used as
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a junk yard to park or store inoperable vehicles for the purpose of having access to or selling used

vehicle parts.

On February 19, 2021 at approximately 12:00 noon, the following items were visually observed on the
subject property which we also submit as additional evidence to support our allegation that the subject
property is being used for a vehicle repair shop/garage and a junk yard:
1. A hydraulic lift of the type commonly used to remove engines from vehicles was setting in the
personal residence carport,
2. A hatch lid/rear door removed from a white SUV was leaning against a bush beside the personal
residence carport,
3. An inoperable pickup truck (flat tires, hood open) was parked near the personal residence carport
-with its bed filled with junk and/or bags of trash,
4. A small older looking dump truck was parked at the west end of Fletcher Street that may have had
an expired license plate or otherwise been inoperable,
5. There were several vehicles (one with the hood up and another one partially covered with a blue
tarp) parked between the personal residence and the outbuilding.

The occupants of the subject property routinely use Walnut Street to enter and leave the outbuilding area.
Such constant traffic has worn down the grassy berm area that for years was left in place by the prior
owner of the subject property to filter flowing surface water before it reached Walnut Street. Compression
of the berm has created a muddy mess that residents of Walnut Street and Coram Avenue have to endure
and maneuver around if they use Walnut Street to go to and from US Hwy 601. Normal rainfall also adds to
the muddy mess because muddy surface water flows from the subject property into Walnut Street where it
then flows westerly down Walnut Street to its intersection with Coram Avenue and from there flows in a
southwesterly direction into a small fresh water creek. As the muddy water flows down Walnut Street, mud
and debris accumulates in an area some 2 — 3 feet wide along the north side of Walnut Street and across
the concrete driveway at the south end of the residence located at 106 Coram Avenue. The muddy water
flowing into Walnut Street likely also contains contaminates (oil, grease, antifreeze) released from the
vehicle repair shop/garage which, in addition to being a violation of surface water erosion control
regulations, would be a violation of various environmental laws and regulations, especially if the muddy
water containing contaminates does make it into the small fresh water creek.

The current use of the subject property has already had and, if something is not done to stop the current
use, will continue to have a material negative impact on the market value of the surrounding residential
properties located on Walnut Street, Coram Avenue, Sunset Drive, and Fletcher Street, the majority of
which are owner occupied personal residences. In all probability, the unsightly non-conforming use of the
subject property has also had a material negative impact on the market value of residential properties
located even further away from it and the herein named streets.
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From our perspective, the current nonconforming use of the subject property is a public nuisance that has
had a material negative financial impact on the owners of the surrounding residential properties. It is a well
known fact that for most home owners, their personal residence is their most valuable asset.

In summary, including and also repeating some of the reasons described herein above, obvious reasons for
the material negative financial impact on the owners of the surrounding residential properties caused by
the nonconforming and unsightly visual appearance of the subject property include, but are not limited to,
the following:
(1) Noise of engines being revved up in a residential community, often late at night,
(2) Storage of inoperable or junk vehicles in full public view,
(3) Operation of a commercial enterprise in a residential community,
(4) General unsightly curb appeal of a residential neighborhood that contains an un-kept
nonconforming eyesore like the subject property,
(5) Walnut Street being constantly marked with muddy vehicle tracks plus an accumulation of mud and
debris two or more feet wide along its northern side down to its intersection with Coram Avenue.
As specific examples, occupants of the personal residence located at 115 Walnut Street which is
located directly across from the muddy mess and occupants of the personal residence located at
117 Walnut Street which is adjacent to the west side of the muddy mess have difficulty backing out
of their respective driveways without getting into the muddy mess created by the occupants of the

subject property.

Attached as exhibits to this letter are a number of representative pictures that were made on the following
recent dates which we believe strongly support our allegations in the complaint(s) described herein above:
(1) January 30, 2021 (10 pictures)
(2) February 4, 2021 (2 pictures)
(3) February 7, 2021 (6 pictures)
(4) February 14, 2021 (3 pictures)
(5) February 22, 2021 (3) pictures)

We are also asking for written answers to the following questions:
1. Has the Town of Boonville previously taken any type of official action to address the issues
contained in this complaint?
2. If the Town of Boonville has previously taken any type of official action to address the issues
contained in this complaint, what action was taken and has the occupant and/or owner of the
subject property complied with any of the previous official orders or directives issued to them by

the Town?

As property owners, taxpayers and citizens who take pride in the appearance of our personal residences as
well as the neighborhood in which our residences are located, we are hereby requesting your immediate
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help in removing the public nuisance described hereinabove. It is our sincere belief that allowing the
nonconforming use of the subject property to continue will continue to expose us to unrecoverable
reductions in the market value of our respective personal residences. Your prompt response to this request

will be greatly appreciated.

If you have questions or need additional information to support our complaint, please do not hesitate to let

us know.

Respectfully submitted,

f}/@»@&/\//& Brois Nokwi/ £ BROWN 106 Corrm Huae
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